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Abstract: Child sexual abuse (CSA) remains a significant concern globally, including in the Indonesian 
context. This research furnishes a thorough examination of CSA research trajectories through the 
application of content analysis. Scholarly articles were sourced from the Scopus database, spanning 2009 
to 2024, with particular emphasis on CSA within Indonesia. The originality of this investigation resides 
in its methodical assessment of the trends, research methodologies, subjects, and approaches employed 
in CSA studies, thereby offering a holistic viewpoint to the prevailing body of literature. This research 
addresses the following inquiries: (1) What trends characterize the volume of CSA research in 
Indonesia? (2) What variations are evident in the employed research methodologies? (3) Which 
thematic areas are predominantly addressed in CSA research? (4) What data collection strategies are 
implemented? (5) Which research subjects receive the most attention? (6) What analytical methods are 
utilized? Employing the principles of content analysis, data was amassed in October 2024. The findings 
revealed a notable escalation in CSA research after the COVID-19 pandemic, predominantly centering 
on quantitative approaches. Most studies employed document analysis as their focal point while 
prioritizing non-victim perspectives. Concurrently, the legal aspect of CSA emerged as the most 
frequently investigated theme. Systematic methodologies predominated both data collection and 
analysis techniques. The results underscore several principal recommendations: (1) Foster an increase in 
qualitative research to yield a deeper understanding of the intricate dimensions of CSA. (2) Emphasize 
victim-centered research to enhance the contextual comprehension of traumatic experiences. (3) 
Incorporate the Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) framework into CSA research to cultivate 
a more inclusive outlook. (4) Ensure alignment between methodology and research design to ascertain 
robust findings. 

Keywords: Content Analysis, Gender Equality, Indonesia, Social Inclusion. 

 
1. Introduction  

Child sexual abuse (CSA) is a global problem that occurs in various contexts: digital platforms, 
educational institutions, and familial settings [1]. The rise of online child sexual abuse (OCSA) is a 
growing concern in today's digital world. This type of abuse encompasses a range of harmful actions, 
such as grooming, sharing explicit images, and sexual exploitation through online platforms [2]. The 
commission of sexual exploitation involving minors can be easily enabled through the use of 
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smartphones or other portable devices, which facilitate the reproduction and distribution of such 
material on a global level within a matter of seconds [3]. 

The transition from late childhood to the beginning of early adolescence is a crucial time for the 
occurrence of peer sexual abuse [4]. Research undertaken by Allroggen indicates that the incidence rate 
of sexual harassment within the adolescent population varies between 10% and 80% [5]. Individuals 
who engage in child sexual exploitation frequently include those who are near the victim, such as 
relatives and acquaintances [6]. The perpetration of sexual abuse by familial relations exerts a more 
profound adverse socio-psychological impact than that perpetrated by individuals outside the family unit 
[7]. The repercussions experienced by individuals who have endured sexual harassment are profound 
and influence a myriad of psychological, educational, and social dimensions [8]. Physical and 
psychological manifestations, including somatic complaints, trauma, stigmatization, and social rejection, 
are frequently observed among individuals who have experienced sexual abuse, resulting in enduring 
repercussions on their overall mental and social well-being [9]. The enduring repercussions of 
educational experiences are evident in the manner in which affected individuals grapple with achieving 
optimal performance, which impedes their capacity to cultivate social relationships and realize their full 
potential across various domains of life [10]. 

An extensive array of determinants, encompassing individual characteristics, educational 
environments, and the influence of social media, coalesces to substantially enhance the occurrence of 
child sexual abuse [5]. Demographic variables and individual histories significantly affect both the 
prevalence and characteristics of sexual harassment. A diverse array of demographic variables, including 
age, gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and educational attainment, along with personal 
experiences, considerably affects the probability of experiencing sexual harassment. Moreover, the 
cultural and social norms tied to specific demographic groups can shape perceptions regarding 
harassment and affect the mechanisms through which incidents are reported and addressed [11]. The 
educational environment plays a crucial role in determining the frequency of sexual harassment 
incidents. An adverse school atmosphere characterized by a substantial student body, particularly from 
households with lower educational attainment, is correlated with an elevated rate of sexual harassment 
occurrences [12]. In the interim, educational institutions characterized by socio-cultural heterogeneity 
and a robust framework of zero tolerance regarding sexual harassment typically experience a 
diminution in the prevalence of such misconduct [11]. 

In contrast to the empirical evidence regarding the prevalence of child sexual abuse, a multitude of 
academic inquiries have clarified strategies designed to reduce the frequency of such abuse. These 
strategies highlight the critical importance of the social networks that are closest to the victims of child 
sexual abuse, particularly the familial context, school-based educational programs, and comprehensive 
community and policy-oriented interventions [13-15]. Parents must recognize the signs of abuse and 
foster open communication with their children [16]. Zwi articulated that children are capable of 
acquiring knowledge and skills through educational programs. However, the effectiveness of such 
initiatives in reducing the prevalence of sexual abuse victims remains uncertain. These educational 
interventions are meticulously crafted to enable children to identify hazardous situations, oppose 
potential perpetrators, and seek assistance. These educational endeavors aim to promote disclosure and 
alleviate self-blame among victims [17].  

The research conducted by Danaeifar in Iran highlights the necessity of mobilizing the community 
through the active involvement of educational institutions, parental figures, and community 
organizations to create a favorable environment for the prevention of child sexual abuse. Moreover, 
these policies should be meticulously crafted to establish and enforce clear regulations and penalties for 
perpetrators, alongside the allocation of resources and the provision of training to ensure the effective 
implementation of prevention strategies [18]. Knack's empirical research illuminated a plethora of 
social service variables that function as methodologies aimed at the amelioration of child sexual abuse. A 
public health framework is formulated to reduce the incidence of child sexual abuse through the 
enactment of interventions at both primary and secondary tiers. Knack posited that primary 
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interventions require the engagement of victims and their familial networks to provide support designed 
to mitigate the psychological trauma experienced by the victim. Secondary interventions employ 
proactive, evidence-based service strategies that are crucial in preventing the initial occurrences of child 
sexual abuse [19]. Counseling and therapeutic interventions aimed at both offenders and victims of 
sexual abuse hold significant importance, as they offer comprehensive support for complete recovery 
from the psychological and physiological consequences of the trauma endured [20]. The 
implementation of online game-based educational methodologies is crucial for equipping children 
between the ages of 6 and 8 with essential anti-kidnapping and sexual abuse prevention strategies [21].  

In the context of Indonesia, the scholarly examination of the phenomenon of child sexual abuse has 
garnered significant academic focus, motivating researchers to explore its frequency and the 
consequences endured by those affected. This is especially relevant given the compelling evidence 
indicating that occurrences of child sexual abuse have escalated during the pandemic, leading to the 
alarming proliferation of such violence.  
 

 
Figure 1. 
Number of victims of child sexual abuse in Indonesia. 
Source:  Google Books Ngram Viewer & [22]. 

 
Figure 1 explains that the data obtained from the official portal of the Indonesian Ministry of 

Women's Empowerment and Child Protection, covering the period from 2016 to 2023, reveals 
congruencies with the graphical depiction presented in Google Books Ngram Viewer. Both datasets 
illustrate an upward trend rather than a downward one. The empirical research undertaken by 
Dharmayanti elucidated the presence of a substantial association between the background of child 
maltreatment and the emergence of depressive symptoms within adolescent demographics [23]. The 
escalating incidence of cases related to child sexual abuse, as evidenced by the empirical investigation 
carried out by Khosianah, underscores a profound deficiency in children's understanding of strategies to 
safeguard themselves against such perilous situations [24]. Unfortunately, the statutory framework in 
Indonesia regarding  the safeguarding of minors against online sexual exploitation is insufficient and 
necessitates considerable enhancement [25].  

The empirical investigation substantiates the assertions that this phenomenon possesses 
considerable significance, particularly in light of the escalating rather than diminishing trajectory of 
incidents of child sexual exploitation [24]. However, to date, no research on child sexual abuse in 
Indonesia has reviewed the information reported in these studies. This points to the need for more 
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comprehensive research to understand trends that emphasize research methods for data analysis. 
Accurate data and in-depth analyses will be crucial to formulate effective policies to protect children 
from sexual violence and provide necessary support for victims. However, as of the present, there exists 
a conspicuous absence of scholarly inquiry concerning child sexual abuse in Indonesia that has 
systematically examined the data disseminated within these studies. This underscores the imperative for 
more exhaustive research endeavors aimed at elucidating trends that underscore the significance of 
research methodologies in conjunction with data analysis. Precise data collection and thorough 
analytical frameworks will be indispensable for the development of efficacious policies intended to 
safeguard children from sexual violence and to furnish requisite support for affected individuals. 

This study employs a content analysis approach to scrutinize an array of Indonesian journals that 
are indexed in the Scopus database, with the objective of aggregating data relevant to the research 
genre that investigates the phenomenon of child sexual abuse within the Indonesian context. In 
particular, this research endeavors to respond to the following inquiries: (1) What trends can be 
observed regarding the volume of studies concentrated on child sexual abuse in Indonesia? (2) What 
variety of research methodologies are utilized to investigate child sexual abuse in Indonesia? (3) What 
are the primary theoretical frameworks that are employed to explore child sexual abuse in Indonesia? 
(4) Which data collection techniques are enacted to capture the phenomenon of child sexual abuse in 
Indonesia? (5) What research subjects are included in studies that address child sexual abuse in 
Indonesia? (6) What data analysis methodologies are utilized in the realm of child sexual abuse research 
in Indonesia? In various dimensions, this study delineates itself from previous research focused on child 
sexual abuse. Firstly, this investigation is directed towards all academic publications authored by 
Indonesian scholars that have been published in Scopus from 2009 to 2024. Secondly, this research is 
committed to the analysis of those publications that consider child sexual abuse as their principal theme. 
Thirdly, a diverse array of criteria was utilized as the essential parameters for executing the content 
analysis. 

 

2. Methods 
2.1. Research Design 

This study used the principles of content analysis, which focused on the findings of various studies 
on child sexual abuse in Indonesia that have been published in Scopus. This research method is similar 
to that used by Fauzi and Pradipta [26]. 

 
2.2. Data Source 

Data was systematically gathered through a comprehensive content analysis of scholarly literature 
about child sexual abuse in Indonesia, which was obtained from the Scopus database in October 2024. 
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Figure 2. 
Data retrieval on Scopus using Prisma [27]  

 
The diagram presented in Figure 2 elucidates that the procedure for data retrieval within the 

Scopus database transpires through several distinct phases. Initially, the input of the search terms "child 
AND sexual" generated a total of 37,150 publications. Subsequently, the introduction of the keywords 
"child abuse AND sexual AND Indonesia" led to the acquisition of 90 publications. In the subsequent 
phase, by refining the dataset to encompass only those works classified as journal articles and open 
access, a total of 25 publications from the period spanning 2009 to 2024 were identified. Furthermore, 
all publications relevant to the topic of child sexual abuse in Indonesia underwent thorough analysis 
within the parameters of this research. 
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2.3. Research Instrument  
The instrument used for this research is a content analysis guideline that contains the relevant 

aspects observed. Table 1 lists six main aspects reviewed in the content analysis of this study. These 
aspects include (1) the number of publications per year, (2) research methods, (3) research subjects, (4) 
selected research topics, (5) data collection instruments, and (6) data analysis. 

 
Table 1. 
Aspects and classifications employed for the content analysis within the investigation of sexual harassment in Indonesia. 

Aspect Category 
Research type (2a) 1. Qualitative research 

2. Quantitative research 

3. Literature review 

Research type (2b) - Quantitative research 1. Survei cross-sectional 

2. Regresi multivariatpra 

3. Posttest kuasi-eksperimental 

Research subject (3a) - Not The Victim 1. Primary school students 

2. Junior-high school students 

3. Undergraduate students 

4. Parents, teachers, service providers, government officials 

5. Police 
Research subject (3b) - The Victim 1. Familial units that have experienced the trauma of 

incestuous violence 

2. Offspring who have been subjected to victimization 

3. The custodians and kin of the victims 

4. Families of the purported offenders. 

Data collection instruments 
 

1. Interview 

2. Questionnaire 

3. Literature study 

4. Literature study+interview 

5. Questionnaire+interview 

Data analysis methods (4a) 
 

1. Content analysis 

2. Qualitative exploration 

3. Statistics 
Data analysis methods (4b) 
 

1. ANOVA 

2. Chi-square 

3. Regression 

4. Wilcoxon and Mann-Whitney U test 

5. Linear regression and ANOVA 

6. Univariate analysis 

Research topic 
 

1. The legal dimension (TLD) 
2. Trauma experienced by abused children (TEAC) 
3. Prevention Education for Child Safety (PECS) 
4. Expansion of sexual harassment incidents through 

technological innovation (ESTI) 
5. Educators' and caregivers' views on cases of child sexual 

abuse (ECCC) 

 
2.4.  Data Analysis 

Each manuscript was methodically organized into discrete classifications based on particular criteria 
that fulfill the predefined categories. The allocation of these classifications was contingent upon the 
information presented by the author in the abstract, methodology, and discussion sections. 
Furthermore, the collected data is expressed in a quantitative descriptive format. 
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Table 2. 
Research articles concerning child sexual abuse in Indonesia. 

No 
Authors & 
years of 
publications 

Journal Research type Subject of research 
Data collection 
instruments 

Data analysis 
Research 
topics 

1 
Arisanti, et al. 
[28] 

El-Usrah: Jurnal Hukum Keluarga  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis TLD 

2 
Arisanti, et al. 
[28] 

Paediatrica Indonesiana  
Cross-sectional 
survey design 

Middle and high 
school students 

Questionnaires 
Descriptive 
quantitative 

TEAC 

3 
Arsawati, et al. 
[29] 

International Journal of Criminology and 
Sociology  

Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis ESTI 

4 
Brooks, et al. 
[30] 

Global Mental Health  
Qualitative 
methodologies 

Youth aged 11-15 
with their parents 

Qualitative semi-
structured 
interviews 

Qualitative 
methods -  Content 
analysis 

PECS 

5 Dewi, et al. [31] Jurnal Hukum Novelty  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis TLD 

6 
Dhamayanti, et 
al. [23] 

BMC Pediatrics  
Quantitative 
methodologies 

Junior secondary 
school students 

Questionnaires 
Analytic Chi-
square test 

TEAC 

7 
Hartini, et al. 
[32] 

Scientific Foundation SPIROSKI  
Cross-sectional 
survey design 

Teenagers with legal 
issues 

Questionnaires 
Linear regression 
and ANOVA 

TEAC 

8 Khosianah [24] Humanities & Social Sciences Reviews  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis PECS 

9 
Kurnia, et al. 
[33] 

Jurnal Keperawatan Padjadjaran  
Quasi-
experimental pre-
posttest 

Children 
Interview and 
questionnaires. 

Wilcoxon and 
Mann-Whitney U 
test 

PECS 

10 
Muafiah, et al. 
[34] 

Ulumuna  
Qualitative 
methodologies 

Junior high school 
and senior high 
school students in 
pesantren 

In-depth 
interview 

Qualitative 
methods -  Content 
analysis 

PECS 

11 
Nurbayani, et al. 
[35] 

Jurnal Ilmiah Peuradeun  
Qualitative 
methodologies 

Children of victims, 
parents and families 
of victims, families of 
suspects, neighbors, 
local government 
officials, security 
officials, and 
community leaders. 

In-depth 
interview 

Qualitative 
methods -  Content 
analysis 

TEAC 

12 
Nurjannah, et al. 
[36] 

narra j  
Qualitative 
methodologies 

Parents, 
psychologists, social 
workers, counselors, 
subject teachers, and 
counseling teachers 

Structured 
interviews 

Qualitative 
methods-Inductive-
thematic approach-
N-Vivo 

ECCC 

https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/7-international-journal-of-criminology-and-sociology-pdf-2uyiv4h5
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/7-international-journal-of-criminology-and-sociology-pdf-2uyiv4h5
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/2-jurnal-hukum-novelty-pdf-9g8hgv3r
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/23-bmc-pediatrics-pdf-3kx31hjp
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/16-jurnal-keperawatan-padjadjaran-pdf-2co2s2to
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/15-jurnal-ilmiah-peuradeun-pdf-2v4a21t4
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13 
Peltzer and 
Pengpid [37] 

African Health Sciences  
Quantitative 
methodologies 

Undergraduate 
university students 

Questionnaires Logistic regression 
The socio-
cultural 
dimension 

14 
Rahamathulla 
[38] 

Int. Journal on Child Maltreatment  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis TLD 

15 
Rahayu, et al. 
[25] 

Jambe Law Journal  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis TLD 

16 
Solehati, et al. 
[39] 

Social Sciences  
Cross-sectional 
survey design 

Primary school 
students 

Questionnaires 

Chi-square test and 
multivariate binary 
regression logistic 
analysis 

PECS 

17 Sukma [40] 
Indian Journal of Forensic Medicine & 
Toxicology  

Literature review Document 
Literature review 
and interviews 

Systematic analysis TLD 

18 
Sumampouw, et 
al. [41] 

Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology  
Quantitative 
methodologies 

The police 
Structured 
interviews 

ANOVA TLD 

19 
Sumampouw, et 
al. [42] 

Journal of Child Sexual Abuse  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis TLD 

20 
Suriah and 
Nasrah [43] 

Artículo Original  
Qualitative 
methodologies 

Parents who are 
aware of incidents of 
child sexual abuse 
and their elementary 
school teachers 

Structured 
interviews 

Qualitative 
methods -  Content 
analysis 

ECCC 

21 
Susanti, et al. 
[44] 

International Journal of Criminology and 
Sociology  

Qualitative 
methodologies 

Parents, recruiters, 
and government 
officials 

Literature review 
and interviews 

Qualitative 
methods -  Content 
analysis 

Human 
trafficking 

22 
Syukriani, et al. 
[45] 

BMC Public Health  
Cross-sectional 
survey design 

Teenagers, aged 12 to 
17 years 

Questionnaires Univariate analysis TLD 

23 
Turnbull, et al. 
[46] 

Iran J Psychiatry BehavSci  
Cross-sectional 
survey design 

Undergraduate 
university students 

Questionnaires Regressions ESTI 

24 
Tursilarini, et al. 
[9] 

JURIS (Jurnal Ilmiah Syariah  
Qualitative 
methodologies 

Family experiencing 
incest violence 

In-depth 
interview 

Qualitative 
methods -  Content 
analysis 

PECS 

25 Utari, et al. [47] Volksgeist  Literature review Document 
Document 
inspection 

Systematic analysis ESTI 

 
 

https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/7-international-journal-of-criminology-and-sociology-pdf-2uyiv4h5
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/7-international-journal-of-criminology-and-sociology-pdf-2uyiv4h5
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/8-bmc-public-health-pdf-flfvxezk
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/20-iran-j-psychiatry-behavsci-pdf-9mqglvn7
https://typeset.io/library/notebooks-d7t94nr8/13-volksgeist-jurnal-ilmu-hukum-dan-konstitusi-pdf-19vxxf7c
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3. Results and Discussion 
The subsequent compilation comprises 25 scholarly articles pertaining to child sexual abuse, 

disseminated by Scopus from the years 2009 to 2024.  
 
3.1. Number of Publications 

The quantification of scholarly articles about to child sexual abuse within the Indonesian context 
was derived from the Scopus database during October 2024. Figure 1 illustrates the engagement of 
scholars in Indonesia concerning the critical issue of child sexual abuse. 

 

 
Figure 3. 
Scholarly articles addressing the phenomenon of child sexual abuse within the Scopus database have been recorded from the 
year 2009 to 2024. 

 
The academic inquiry into the phenomenon of child sexual abuse within the Indonesian milieu has 

emerged as a reflection of societal concerns and an imperative response, consequently amplifying the 
demand for the formulation of policies that are firmly anchored in empirical research Sarah [48]. In the 
Republic of Indonesia, this particular phenomenon has prompted the formulation of governmental 
policies aimed at mitigating instances of sexual harassment. 

The government introduced five new laws. The first is the Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Research, and Technology Regulation No. 30 of 2021, concerning the Prevention and Handling of 
Sexual Abuse in Higher Education. The key points in this regulation are as follows: (1) Focus on one 
type of abuse. The regulation does not discuss activities that are contrary to religious and ethical norms 
outside of sexual abuse, (2) Prioritizing the rights of victims, (3) The targets are students, educators, 
education staff, campus residents, and the general public who interact with them in the educational 
activities  (4)  sexual abuse includes verbal, non-physical, physical actions, and through communication 
information technology, (5) Providing assistance, protection, administrative sanctions, and victim 
recovery [49].  The second is Law No. 12 of 2022 on Crime of Sexual Abuse, signed by the President of 
the Republic of Indonesia. (1) These include nine types such as non-physical sexual harassment, physical 
sexual harassment, forced contraception, forced sterilization, forced marriage, sexual torture, sexual 
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exploitation, sexual slavery, and electronic-based sexual abuse. (2) Criminal penalties for criminal 
offense of sexual abuse, including fines for the perpetrators [50]. The third is regulation No. 46 of 2023 
by the Minister of Education, Culture, Research and Technology on the Prevention and Handling of 
Abuse within Education Units. Five points are contained in Permendikbud No 46 of 2023: (1) Students, 
educators, and education staff are the focus of preventing and handling abuse. (2) There is a clear 
definition and detailed forms of abuse that may occur. (3) The formation of abuse handling teams in 
education units and local governments is regulated in more detail. (4) Structured prevention 
mechanisms and clearly defined roles for each actor are outlined. (5) A more detailed division of the 
handling coordination flow between the education unit, local government, and MoEC [22]. The fourth 
is Presidential Regulation Number 9 of 2024 concerning implementing Education and Training for the 
Prevention and Handling of Sexual Abuse Crimes. This Presidential Regulation focuses on the 
implementation of education and training for the prevention and handling of sexual abuse crimes, 
clearly defining the relevant terms. The training is provided to law enforcement officers, government 
personnel, and staff at community-based service institutions to improve their ability to prevent and 
handle sexual abuse. The minister coordinates the implementation of training in collaboration with the 
minister, who organizes government affairs in law and human rights [51]. The rise of the CSA 
phenomenon has spread massively in society, while legal protection appeared later. This situation 
becomes a warning that there is an urgent need to find solutions to prevent the further spread of such 
crimes. The fifth element relates to the regulatory framework promulgated by the Minister of 
Education, Culture, Research and Technology of the Republic of Indonesia, identified as Number 55 of 
2024, which delineates the Prevention and Management of Violence within Higher Education 
institutions. This regulatory provision is meticulously crafted to preempt and address various forms of 
violence manifesting within the academic environment, thus replacing the former Ministerial 
Regulation that primarily focused on sexual violence by broadening the spectrum of violence categories 
that fall under regulatory oversight [52]. 

 
3.2. Research Type 

The meticulous selection of the suitable type and design of scientific inquiry is crucial to guarantee 
the effective and efficient attainment of research objectives. Figure 4 elucidates that the type and design 
of research aimed at providing a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of child sexual abuse 
is conducted through a literature review, along with qualitative and quantitative methodologies. 
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Figure 4. 
Treemap Graph of Research Categories Related to Child Sexual Abuse in Indonesia from 2009 to 2024. 

 
A thorough and systematic literature review was conducted to meticulously identify and rigorously 

evaluate a wide range of relevant sources, including law enforcement records that provided both 
contextual and theoretical underpinnings. Matthews' analysis articulates that child sexual abuse 
comprises elements of historical significance and is anchored in a conceptual framework that takes into 
consideration the developmental and legal status of the child, societal disapproval, and the intrinsically 
sexual character of the act [53]. A qualitative research methodology was implemented to investigate 
the experiential realities and perspectives of individuals or families identified as victims. Moreover, 
educational institutions and professionals engaged in thorough interviews and focus group discussions. 
In-depth interviews were employed to extract complex personal narratives from survivors, family 
members, educators, and professionals [54]. This specific variant of quantitative research provides 
profound insights into the emotional and social consequences of child sexual abuse. Quantitative 
methods are utilized to collect data that is conducive to measurement and statistical analysis, 
encompassing aspects such as incidence rates, demographic profiles of victims, and factors that influence 
the prevalence of child sexual abuse [55]. Among the nine scholarly articles employing quantitative 
research methodologies, five adopted a cross-sectional survey design, three utilized various quantitative 
methodologies, and one implemented a quasi-experimental pre-posttest framework. A multitude of 
pathways for academic investigation are available beyond conventional literature reviews, as well as 
both qualitative and quantitative research methodologies to scrutinize the occurrence of child sexual 
abuse. This examination may incorporate more innovative and interdisciplinary approaches, including 
Mixed Methods and Specialized Techniques. 

The Mixed Methods framework incorporates two fundamental elements commonly utilized: 
Triangulated Approaches and Longitudinal Studies. The utilization of mixed methods that amalgamate 
qualitative and quantitative aspects can result in a more comprehensive comprehension of child sexual 
abuse. Detailed interviews and psychometric evaluations enable extensive insights into CSA and its 
consequences [56]. The application of technology-driven research methodologies, encompassing digital 
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surveys and comprehensive data analytics, constitutes an adept strategy for gathering information and 
identifying patterns that may be concealed within traditional research frameworks [57]. Meanwhile, 
longitudinal studies constitute a methodological paradigm through which data is rigorously collected 
from identical subjects over an extended time. This methodological strategy permits researchers to 
thoroughly investigate alterations and developments over time, thereby illuminating dynamics that may 
remain undetected in cross-sectional investigations [58]. 

Specialized techniques, namely forensic interviews and cultural considerations, are still rarely used 
in this type of research to explain CSA. Forensic interviewing represents a methodical approach that 
utilizes anatomical dolls in conjunction with organized questioning protocols to elicit comprehensive 
accounts of to the experiences of minors who have suffered sexual abuse. This methodology seeks to 
establish a safe and supportive atmosphere for the child, thus facilitating the articulation of their 
narrative free from fear or undue influence [59]. Cultural considerations represent a critical area of 
scholarly investigation that amalgamates cultural norms and sensitivities to evaluate the accuracy and 
relevance of research findings. Populations characterized by social and cultural diversity, such as 
Indonesia, are integral to developing research methodologies that align alignment with the values, 
beliefs, and cultural practices widely observed within the community [60]. A variety of methodological 
approaches related to the exploration of sexual abuse provide pathways for an in-depth analysis of the 
issue. A compilation of the results obtained from a diverse range of literature reviews regarding the 
categorizations of research on child sexual abuse is summarized in the ensuing table. 
 
Table 3. 
Summary of alternative types of child sexual abuse research that need to be explored in Indonesia. 

Method Description Strengths Limitations 
Observational [54]  
 

Direct observation of 
behaviors and interactions 

 

Real-time data Observer bias, 
artificial setting 

Retrospective [61] 
 

Recollection of past 
experiences by 
adolescents or adults 

Detailed personal 
accounts 

Memory biases, 
inaccuracies 

Interviews [62]  
 

Semi-structured and in-
depth interviews 

Deep exploration 
of experiences 

Time-consuming, 
potential for 
interviewer bias 

Narrative research [61]  
 

Collection and analysis of 
personal stories 

Addresses 
complex 
experiences 

Subjective 
interpretation 

Surveys and questionnaires [63]  
 

Large-scale data 
collection, often 
anonymous 

Broad prevalence 
data 

Potential for non-
response bias 

    

Psychometric testing [56]  
 

Standardized tests to 
measure psychological 
impacts 

Objective 
measurement 

May not capture all 
aspects of experience 

Mixed methods [64]  
 

Combination of 
qualitative and 
quantitative approaches 

Comprehensive 
understanding 

Complex and 
resource-intensive 

Forensic interviews [59]  
 

Structured interviews for 
legal evidence gathering 

High yield of 
confirmatory 
details 

Requires specialized 
training 

Concept analysis [65]  
 

Review of literature to 
identify key attributes and 
consequences 

Theoretical 
framework 
development 

May lack practical 
application 

Systematic reviews [66]  
 

Synthesis of Multiple 
Study Findings 

Identification of 
Common 
Outcomes and 
Best Practices 

Dependent on 
Quality of Included 
Studies 
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These diverse research methods collectively contribute to a comprehensive understanding of child 
sexual abuse, its impact, and effective interventions. 
 
3.3. Subject of Research 

The subjects of investigation concerning the phenomenon of child sexual abuse in Indonesia 
encompass a heterogeneous spectrum of entities relevant to the research objectives and the dimensions 
under scrutiny. Within the corpus of 25 scholarly articles addressing the issue of child sexual abuse in 
Indonesia that have been disseminated in Scopus, ten articles (40%) constituted documentary analyses, 
as the nature of the research entailed an exhaustive literature review. The subsequent 11 articles (44%) 
concentrated on subjects that were not categorized as victims, while only four articles (16%) directed 
their research focus towards individuals who have endured child sexual abuse. Figure 5 elucidates the 
potential. 
 

 
Figure 5. 
Treemap graph of research subjects of child sexual abuse in Indonesia between 2009-2024. 

 
Population, samples, and other informants can be used as opportunities to explore the issue of child 

sexual abuse in Indonesia. The research population needs to identify specific demographics that are 
rarely researched [67]. Indonesia's heterogeneous societies, distributed across its numerous islands, 
represent a significant population for scholarly inquiry, wherein social, cultural, and legal dimensions 
contribute to the observed phenomenon. For instance, comprehending the influence of specific 
communities in establishing societal norms that may affect the incidence of sexual harassment is 
essential. Furthermore, evaluating the current legal framework and the efficacy of its enforcement 
mechanisms constitutes a pivotal element in endeavors aimed at preventing and addressing incidents of 
harassment. The subsequent category pertains to clinical and forensic specimens. The exploration of 
this domain regarding sexual abuse has not been extensively conducted within the context of Indonesia. 
This inquiry necessitates the utilization of clinical or forensic specimens to elucidate particular 
dimensions of Child Sexual Abuse. Clinical specimens possess the potential to inform targeted 
interventions and underscore the requirements of specific subpopulations, particularly those who have 
endured significant trauma [68]. Table 4 illustrates the methodological framework utilized for the 
identification of research subjects within the domain of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) research. This process 
seeks to enhance the procurement of comprehensive and reliable data, which is imperative for the 
developing of effective interventions and support mechanisms for survivors. 
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Table 4. 
 Explains how research subjects were determined in the CSA study. 

Research subjects Description Example 

Convenient sampling [39]  
 

Selecting easily accessible participants Survey of 100 school 
respondents  

Cluster sampling [69]  
 

Selecting participants from specific clusters or 
groups 

Study of 571 high school 
students 

Simple random sampling [70]  
 

Ensuring every individual has an equal chance of 
selection 

Study of 400 participants on 
parental perceptions 

Purposive sampling [71, 72]  Selecting participants based on specific criteria Study of teachers and principals 
; 4 Study of abused children and 

families 

Randomized controlled trials [73]  
 

Assessing intervention effectiveness with random 
assignment 

Group counseling study with 
parents 

National Surveys [74]  
 

Large-scale surveys with random sampling National Survey of Child and 
Adolescent Well-Being 

 
The decision regarding whether to engage a population or a sample in CSA research significantly 

impacts the derived findings, the degree to which these findings can be extrapolated, and their ensuing 
consequences for policy development and practical implementation. A thorough comprehension of these 
distinctions is essential in the formulation of methodologically robust research and the adept analysis of 
outcomes, and has been instrumental in the progression of effective prevention and intervention 
methodologies. 
 
3.4. Data Collection Instruments 

The methodologies utilized for data acquisition in the domain of child sexual abuse research are 
critically significant in ensuring the precision and relevance of the collected information. These 
methodologies support an extensive examination and aid in establishing a well-informed framework for 
decision-making. Figure 6 illustrates the techniques employed, which include surveys, interviews, 
document analysis, or a combination of these methodologies, ultimately leading to a thorough 
understanding of child sexual abuse. 
 

 
Figure 6. 
Illustrating the methodologies employed for the collection of data relevant to the understanding of 
child sexual abuse. 
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A comprehensive collection of eight distinct methodological frameworks has been identified in the 
investigation of child sexual abuse in the Indonesian context. To commence the analysis of child sexual 
abuse, document tracing methodologies were utilized, comprising eight academic articles (32%). This 
particular method is prevalently employed by practitioners in the criminal justice domain to 
systematically track and assess occurrences of child sexual abuse. Nonetheless, it is imperative to 
recognize that certain issues pertaining to data integrity, including completeness and precision, continue 
to pose significant challenges [75]. The ensuing methodological framework adopted was a survey 
comprising seven distinct items (28%). Surveys are recognized as a broadly endorsed methodological 
strategy employed to thoroughly and systematically document and rigorously analyze the phenomenon 
of child sexual exploitation [76]. The third methodological approach adopted encompassed the 
application of extensive interviews, as evidenced in three scholarly articles (12%). This methodological 
strategy was employed through both Individual Interviews and Focus Group Interviews, especially in 
scenarios where the research participants included victims [77] and their associated familial units [72]. 
The residual quartet of articles was chosen utilizing a mixed-methodology framework encompassing 
both interviews and surveys, as well as qualitative and semi-structured interviews in conjunction with a 
comprehensive literature review and interviews. The methodologies employed for data acquisition in 
inquiries related to child sexual abuse are generally classified into two discrete categories: traditional 
methodologies and advanced technological strategies. Figure 7 elucidates that traditional methodologies 
include in-person interviews, structured surveys, and observational research conducted in natural 
settings. In contrast, advanced technological strategies involve the implementation of online 
questionnaires, examination of social media engagements, and mobile applications to enhance the 
efficiency of the data collection process. 
 

 
Figure 7. 
Traditional methodologies and advanced technology strategies for the data collection process. 

 
Opportunities for the application of data-gathering methodologies that have been insufficiently 

employed encompass Specialized Techniques such as (1) The Employment of Anatomical Dolls and 
Illustrations. These tools are deployed within the framework of interviews to enhance the non-verbal 
expression of children's experiences. Empirical research indicates that they elicit a more substantial 
volume of corroborative information concerning occurrences of abuse; (2) Cognitive Interviews and 
Narrative Elaboration. Techniques that encourage children to provide detailed narratives, which can be 
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more effective in eliciting information about abuse; (3) Standardized Tests and Measures. Instruments 
specifically designed to assess indicators of sexual abuse and measure its impact on children and 
adolescents  [59]. These diverse techniques ensure a comprehensive approach to understanding and 
addressing child sexual abuse, each contributing unique insights and data to the field.  
 
3.5. Data Analysis 

The methodological frameworks utilized in the academic literature concerning child sexual abuse in 
Indonesia, as cataloged in Scopus, encompassed qualitative strategies, quantitative methods, or a 
synthesis of both qualitative and quantitative approaches. These methodological paradigms enable a 
comprehensive understanding of the incidence, trends, and consequences of this reprehensible social 
phenomenon. Figure 8 illustrates the utilization of systematic analysis, qualitative methodologies, and 
quantitative strategies within the sphere of sexual abuse research in Indonesia. 
 

 
Figure 8. 
Data Analysis Method on child sexual abuse research in Indonesia between 2009 – 2024. 

 
The application of data analysis in the realm of child sexual abuse research within Indonesia is 

predominantly characterized by the systematic analysis methodology, as evidenced by nine articles 
(36%). This methodological framework employs a systematic approach to critically assess and 
comprehend the underlying patterns present within the data [78]. A cumulative total of 6 scholarly 
articles (24%) employed qualitative methodologies via content analysis. This methodological approach 
was utilized to scrutinize interviews with victims and their parents in order to elucidate the 
determinants that affect parent-child interactions [79]. The residual article utilized a diverse array of 
methodologies, including N-Vivo, regression analysis, ANOVA, descriptive quantitative analysis, the 
analytic Chi-square test, linear regression in conjunction with ANOVA, Wilcoxon and Mann-Whitney 
U tests, logistic regression, the Chi-square test, and multivariate binary logistic regression analysis for 
its data analytical frameworks. The prospective relevance of alternative data analysis methodologies in 
addressing issues related to sexual harassment has not been thoroughly explored by researchers in 
Indonesia. The following table provides a comprehensive synthesis that may function as an invaluable 
reference for data analysis methodologies relevant to upcoming investigations into child sexual abuse. 
 
 

Systematic analysis

Systematic analysis

Qualitative methods

Content analysis

N-Vivo

Quantitative methods 

Descriptive 
quantitative

Analytic Chi-
square test

Linear 
regression 

and ANOVA

Wilcoxon and 
Mann-

Whitney U 
test

Logistic 
regression

Chi-Square 
test and 

multivariate 
binary 

regression … ANOVA

Univariate 
analysis Regressions

Data analysis
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Table 5. 
Various data analyses in the CSA study. 

Method Description Example 

Interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA) [80]  
 

Explores lived experiences through 
detailed personal accounts. 

Study on CSA impacts 
in Pakistan. 

Thematic analysis [81]  
 

Identifies patterns and themes within 
qualitative data. 

Study on CSA 
disclosure processes. 

Content analysis [79]  
 

Analyzes interview data to identify 
cultural determinants. 

Study on parent-child 
communication about 
CSA. 

Descriptive statistics [82]  
 

Summarizes and describes dataset 
features. 

Analysis of court 
documents of CSA 
cases. 

Logistic regression [83]  
 

Determines likelihood of CSA in different 
contexts. 

Study on intrafamilial 
vs. extrafamilial abuse. 

Cluster analysis [59]  
 

Classifies individuals based on 
maltreatment experiences. 

Study on 
maltreatment clusters. 

Consensual qualitative research (CQR) [84]  Combines qualitative data collection with 
systematic analysis. 

Study on secondary 
traumatic stress in 
clinicians. 

Bibliometric analysis [85]  
 

Statistical analysis of publications to 
track research trends. 

Analysis of CSA 
research publications. 

Cognitive interviews and anatomical dolls [86]  
 

Techniques to yield higher confirmatory 
details about CSA. 

Study on interview 
techniques for CSA. 

Triangulation method [87]  
 

Uses multiple data sources/Methods to 
validate findings. 

Study on CSA 
chronology. 

Semi-structured interviews [87]  
 

In-depth information collection from 
stakeholders. 

Multiple studies 1 3 4 

N-Vivo [81]  
 

Computerized data analysis system for 
qualitative data. 

Study on CSA 
disclosure processes 

 
The analysis of data can yield significant revelations regarding patterns and trends associated with 

sexual abuse, thereby assisting in the identification of high-risk areas and susceptible populations 
necessitating focused interventions. This delicate procedure necessitates the establishment of trust and 
the cultivation of interpersonal connections, culminating in effective dialogue. 

 
3.6. Research Topics 

Child sexual abuse represents an exceedingly serious and complex issue. This phenomenon demands 
careful investigation from a diverse array of stakeholders. This societal challenge involves countless 
victims, particularly minors originating from a wide spectrum of backgrounds and demographic 
characteristics, who experience significant physical and psychological suffering. Figure 9 illustrates the 
themes related to sexual abuse research in Indonesia that have been published on Scopus. 
 



644 

 

 

Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology 
ISSN: 2576-8484 

Vol. 9, No. 2: 627-651, 2025 
DOI: 10.55214/25768484.v9i2.4543 
© 2025 by the authors; licensee Learning Gate 

 

 
Figure 9. 
Research topics on child sexual abuse in Indonesia that have been published on Scopus. 

 
Three primary research themes pertaining to the occurrence of child sexual abuse in Indonesia, 

which have attracted considerable academic interest, are outlined below. The legal aspect has emerged 
as the primary emphasis within academic discussions among scholars in Indonesia, encompassing a total 
of 8 articles (32%). Thowawi's investigation clarified that the provision of legal protection is crucial in 
the rehabilitative processes for child victims of sexual violence, thereby ensuring that these individuals 
receive their rightful entitlements along with the necessary support and care that are vital for their 
recovery from traumatic incidents [88]. The emergence of five legislative measures in Indonesia 
following the COVID-19 pandemic represents a crucial legal framework intended to protect children 
from various forms of abuse, thereby enabling legal actions against perpetrators. The legislation 
specifies distinct sanctions for individuals convicted of sexual crimes against minors, alongside mandates 
for these offenders to offer compensation to victims, thereby ensuring both responsibility and equitable 
retribution in alignment with the tenets of the rule of law.  

The escalation of cases pertaining to child sexual abuse has necessitated comprehensive educational 
initiatives aimed at the prevention of such abuses, which obligates the engagement of all societal 
components, including governmental bodies, social organizations, community leaders, educators, and 
guardians. The government bears the responsibility of formulating and implementing public policies 
that effectively address the prevention of child sexual abuse within the educational framework. In Brazil, 
governmental agencies assume a pivotal role in the advocacy of rights and the confrontation of sexual 
violence through systematically structured educational programs. These public policies must guarantee 
that educational institutions are equipped with the requisite resources and frameworks to execute 
efficacious child sexual abuse prevention initiatives [89]. Indonesia's predominantly Muslim 
demographic considers sexuality a taboo in society. This cultural viewpoint hinders open dialogue on 
issues such as sexual practices and reproductive health. Parents often feel uncomfortable or hesitant 
when they attempt to discuss reproductive health with their teenage children. This fact leads to a 
substantial lack of knowledge and increased vulnerability to unplanned pregnancies and sexually 
transmitted infections. This leads to significant knowledge gaps and increased risk of unplanned 
pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections. In addition, the absence of uniform guidelines further 
complicates the complexities surrounding sexual and reproductive health education [90]. 
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The second research topic discussed was efforts to prevent child sexual abuse. Educational 
institutions and educators play a critical role in the prevention of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA). Their 
capacity is to institutionalize policies and practices that enhance the safety of children. It is critical for 
educators to receive specialized professional training in order to properly recognize and address cases of 
CSA [91]. Hayati's assertion regarding the imperative to construct a collaborative counseling 
framework grounded in Islamic jurisprudence significantly enhances societal cognizance and 
comprehension of the criticality of child safeguarding. This framework fortifies the familial role as the 
principal guardian of the child and promotes the educational institution's engagement in the 
identification and prevention of violence, thereby cultivating communal support to foster a secure milieu 
for children [92]. 

Positive interactions between educators and learners are critically significant, as they cultivate an 
environment that is conducive to educational endeavors related to prevention. Caregivers play a crucial 
role in shaping children's perspectives on the prevention of child sexual abuse (CSA). Their instructional 
methodologies and active engagement in prevention education are indispensable [93]. Consequently, 
endeavors directed toward augmenting educators' self-efficacy and proficiency in imparting instruction 
on the prevention of sexual harassment hold significant importance. This endeavor is crucial for 
professional development to guarantee that pedagogical strategies are both engaging and participatory. 
Furthermore, the engagement of the community is essential to cultivate a supportive educational 
environment. Emphasizing these components can enhance the effectiveness of the program, ultimately 
fostering the safety and well-being of minors [94]. 

The third domain of investigation examined concerns the implications of child sexual abuse (CSA). 
Individuals who have experienced such traumatic events may face elevated levels of anxiety, expressions 
of aggressive behavior, paranoia, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), episodes of depression, and a 
significant rise in suicide attempts. Furthermore, additional potential consequences include dissociative 
disorders, reduced self-esteem, hypersexual behavior, substance dependence, and atypical sexual 
behaviors [35]. Alternative adverse consequences may include dissociative disorders, a decline in self-
esteem, hypersexual behavior, substance abuse, and unconventional sexual practices. Such repercussions 
can manifest as both behavioral and emotional difficulties, detrimentally impacting the psychological 
health and social functioning of individuals who have endured victimization throughout their lives, thus 
highlighting the necessity for effective therapeutic strategies [95]. 

Numerous supplementary research domains related to child sexual abuse warrant comprehensive 
examination, thereby positioning influencing factors—such as social support and effective psychological 
interventions—as the central focus of the academic investigation. Research inquiries that explore both 
the immediate and long-term repercussions of child sexual abuse signify an area of scholarly pursuit that 
remains inadequately addressed within the Indonesian context. Immediate repercussions manifest as 
sudden behavioral changes, including challenges in interpersonal relationships and physical aggression, 
whereas long-term repercussions encompass post-traumatic stress disorder, suicidal ideation, eating 
disorders, and substance abuse [96]. Nguyen's extensive review, which scrutinized both the immediate 
and enduring consequences of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA), advocated for proactive strategies and 
intervention programs, which include educational initiatives within educational institutions and the 
involvement of parents. The results suggest positive outcomes; nevertheless, they face challenges 
arising from cultural stigmatization and inadequate resources. Consequently, it is essential to refine 
preventive approaches and evaluate the long-term effectiveness of these programs over time [97].  

Another interesting theme is victim and perpetrator dynamics and juvenile perpetrators. Victim-
perpetrator relationship are the relationship between the victim and perpetrator, including familial ties, 
that significantly influences the dynamics of abuse and reporting behavior [98]. Juvenile perpetrators 
are responsible for a significant portion of CSA cases, necessitating specialized assessment and 
treatment approaches [99].  

Child sexual abuse (CSA) constitutes a complex issue deeply intertwined with gender equity and 
societal cohesion. The phenomenon of child sexual abuse (CSA) is closely linked to gender inequality, as 
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existing cultural norms often perpetuate male dominance and female vulnerability. Effectively 
addressing CSA requires a focus on male-centric contexts, which are integral to the perpetrator's 
behavior. A more extensive examination of gender-specific factors is essential for the sustainable 
elimination of CSA [100]. The findings obtained from Casey's investigation highlight the imperative for 
programs that incorporate gender transformative strategies, which possess the capability to cultivate 
attitudes and behaviors conducive to the prevention of gender-based violence within male demographics 
[101]. Analytical frameworks related to gender equity, evaluations of social inclusion, and assessments 
of humanitarian vulnerability are critical for informing strategic priorities and the formulation of 
programs focused on development, humanitarian interventions, and peacebuilding initiatives. It is 
crucial to implement participatory methodologies in research to improve understanding and effectively 
address social exclusion and discrimination [102]. Initiatives designed to improve gender equality and 
reduce gender bias to foster a safer environment for children are of paramount importance. Although 
still in its infancy, Indonesia's legal and regulatory framework intended to address child sexual abuse 
requires a thorough evaluation. The investigation conducted by Jones emphasizes the importance of a 
deep reassessment of policies that enable abuse. Therefore, it is imperative to encourage strict scrutiny 
of entrenched beliefs regarding gender and sexuality [103].  
 

4. Conclusion 
In the present academic investigation, scholarly publications elucidating the phenomenon of child 

sexual abuse within the Indonesian context and cataloged in the Scopus database from 2009 to 2024 
were subjected to rigorous analysis. A notable trend emerged, indicating a substantial increase in the 
volume of publications addressing sexual abuse in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. Among these 
disseminated scholarly works, a considerable majority were identified as quantitative research efforts. 
Research subjects categorized under document analysis were extensively utilized, whereas subjects 
labeled as non-victims were preferentially selected over those identified as victims. Content pertaining 
to the legal dimensions of the issue was the most frequently encountered, while systematic analysis 
emerged as the principal methodological approach for data collection and analysis. Considering findings 
of this study, several recommendations for future research endeavors have been proposed. Firstly, there 
exists an imperative need to augment the prevalence of qualitative studies that focus on the exploration 
of child sexual abuse. Secondly, it is critical that research subjects identified as victims of sexual abuse be 
prioritized to foster a more nuanced understanding of this sensitive issue. Third, it is imperative that the 
research on Climate-Smart Agriculture incorporates the dimensions of Gender Equality and Social 
Inclusion (GESI). Lastly, it is advisable for researchers to carefully select the most appropriate 
statistical tests that align with the hypotheses and research design when undertaking their studies. 
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